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On Regular Script in Wu Dai, Song, Yuan, Ming and
Qing Dynasties and Causes of its Decline

CHENG Xin - Ying', CHENG Zhi - Qiang’

(1. Department of Art, Xichang College, Xichang, Sichuan 615022;
2. Department of Education, Dazhou Vocational College, Dazhou, Sichuan 635000)

Abstract: Regular script is a neat, regular, standard form of calligraphy, which prevailed after official script,
originated in Xihan dynasty, matured and blossomed in Wei and Jin dynasties, reached its peak in Tang dy-
nasty. After Wu Dai dynasties, in Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, regular script was a mere imitation of Wei,
Jin, Bei Chao and Tang dynasties. Though with minor innovations and different styles, the declining trend was ob-
vious. The fudamental reason was a lack of coeation. On the whole, during this stage, little artistic achievements were
made, no great calligraphers like Zhong Yao, Two Wangs and Yan Zhen — qing ever emerged.
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